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What Does It Mean?
Sustainable Development:

“meeting the needs of  today without     
compromising the ability of  future generations to 
meet their needs”

How do we achieve this principle in the 
construction industry? 
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Global Warming
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How does Fife measure its 
Carbon Footprint?

The footprint is made up 
from calculating the CO2e 
for the following elements:

 Energy Footprint
 Transportation Footprint
 Waste Footprint, which 

includes landfill gas emission
 Water usage; and 
 Procurement of goods and services
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Council Services Emissions
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Council Elements

Elements

Buildings Energy  
66%

Fleet Fuel 13%

Infrastructure 
Energy 10%

Skip Waste 5%

Staff Mileage 3%
Staff Booked  
Transport <1%
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Asset &Facilities
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CONSTRUCTION –
the waste problem?

 cost up to 3.5% project 
value

 C&D waste = 10.6 Mt* 
(2005/06)

 48% of Scottish Waste
 26% of construction waste 

is packaging
 13% raw materials from 

UK construction sites 
discarded unused
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Building Services

 zero landfill 2009
 efficiency of fleet
 efficiency of our buildings
 site waste management plans
 sustainability of materials
 employee training
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Recycling

 BUILDING MATERIALS –
what can be recycled

 OFFICE MATERIALS -
paper/bottles/cans/cups/food

 WEE LEGISLATION - electrical equipment/ 
battery disposal

 DEPOTS - dedicated recycling areas/depots/ 
recycling centre

 SITE WORKS – roofing/windows
12
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Recycling Figures
2007/08/09 comparison
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Site Waste Management Plans

 Decision making tool 
for the site manager/ 
waste manager

 Helps to predict types 
of waste likely to arise

 Allows for actions to be 
taken to reduce the 
percentage of waste 
destined for landfill
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Sustainability

 Procurement/tendering
 New developments/products
 Innovation
 Electricity/heating
 Commitment/support
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Conclusion

 Big challenge
 Environmental regulation & targets
 Make a difference
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questions?
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